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SUBJECT:. MALAGASY SCIENCE MINISTER SUGGESTS SCIENTIFIC ACCORD 
WITH US 

1 . WHILE MAKING FEB 18 FAREWELL CALL ON MINISTER OF 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, MINISTER TOLD CHARGE THAT A SCIENTIFIC 
ACCORD BETWEEN MADAGASCAR AND US, SIMILAR TO ONE BETWEEN 
MADAGASCAR AND FRANCE, WOULD BE WELCOME BY GDRM AND WOULD BE 
MEANS BY WHICH TO ASSURE ACCESS OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS AND 
RESEARCHERS TO MADAGASCAR'S RESOURCES. AS A PRELUDE TO 
POSSIBLE ACCORD, HE WOULD LIKE TO VISIT SOME APPROPRIATE 
RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS IN US IF POSSIBLE, AND EMBASSY IS 
EXAMINING POSSIBILITIES OF OFFERING HIM A LEADER GRANT. HIS 
MAJOR INTEREST IS TROPICAL AGRICULTURE, BUT HE IS INTERESTED 

IN A VARIETYOF OTHER SCIENTIFIC FIELDS. 

2. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT S OPINION ON DESIRABILITY OF 
SUCH AN ACCORD, BEARING IN MIND PRESENT STATE OF US-MALAGASY 
RELATIONS . SHEINB AUM 
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